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Wisconsin Downtown Action Council

…developing partnerships, sharing information and networking to revitalize Wisconsin downtowns as vibrant social and economic centers…

Wisconsin Downtown Action Council

Tim Anderson, Board President

1435 East Main Street, Madison, WI 53703
608-255-0800, tanderson@saa-madison.com

Governor Jim Doyle

P.O. Box 7863

Madison, WI  53707

To Governor Doyle:

Wisconsin’s downtowns have great potential to be thriving economic and community centers, especially with federal support from a new administration. The International Downtown Association (IDA) has recently made recommendations to the Department of the Treasury Transition Team. We urge you to consider IDA’s recommended initiatives and to continue helping us keep Wisconsin downtowns strong.

Wisconsin communities need federal and state aid that allows local innovation and flexibility. Cities in general and downtowns in particular are vital in coping with a struggling economy: they are not only the place new jobs are created but also the place to retain existing, permanent jobs. WDAC joins IDA in recommending substantial federal and state funding channeled through economic development departments, urban redevelopment authorities and other local government units. This will allow viable businesses to continue to operate under locally-administered flexible loan programs, maintaining quality employment and successful urban centers.

Wisconsin cities need a long-range vision that includes a rebuilding of essential infrastructure, a rethinking of transportation and a renewed commitment to efficient spending. Transit system budgets are shrinking even as demand grows. Circulator systems – busses, streetcars and trolleys – will increase efficiency and reduce congestion. In addition, mixed-use developments that include affordable housing and adapted commercial buildings create twice as many jobs as new construction; reduce landfill material; and maximize both choice and convenience for those who walk, bike or use public transit. Private cars need not be eliminated; but roads can lead to well-designed developments that allow drivers to park once and access multiple facilities.

As funding becomes available, priorities for redeveloping Wisconsin’s downtowns include:

· Replacing dilapidated sidewalks with quality paths to encourage walking, sidewalk cafes and other activities that are part of healthy, active lifestyles.

· Redeveloping existing urban parks, especially those in downtown business districts.

· Providing incentives for property owners to implement green technology.

· Creating Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) to provide cleaning, maintenance and safety personnel, as well as to aid downtowns with grant, loan, promotional and advocacy support.

· Establishing downtown transit systems and upgrading inter-city rail systems to alleviate congestion.

· Replacing single-space parking with park-once facilities and replacing one-way streets with two-way streets, supporting downtown retail areas.

· Implementing housing first initiatives, creating construction jobs and reducing homelessness.

· Expanding signage and wayfinding systems, creating manufacturing and installation jobs and increasing the viability of local business districts.

These actions will help Wisconsin create new, good jobs while retaining existing ones. They will create new housing in downtown areas while supporting existing downtown developments, stimulating the slumping housing market and advancing smart growth principles. These projects do not require long-range funding, but will support a long-range vision of Wisconsin downtowns as thriving, sustainable community centers.

The Wisconsin Downtown Action Council urges your support of these measures. We will continue our advocacy, education and networking efforts to ensure local support from both the public and private sector for these efforts. We have every reason to believe that, with your help, Wisconsin can see prompt local action as soon as funding is available. Together we can work for the betterment of all Wisconsin downtowns.

Sincerely,

Tim Anderson, Board President

Wisconsin Downtown Action Council

Cc:
Representative Tammy Baldwin

Representative Steve Kagen

Representative Ron Kind

Representative Gwen Moore

Representative David Obey

Representative Thomas Petri

Representative Paul Ryan

Representative James Sensenbrenner

Senator Russ Feingold

Senator Herb Kohl

The Wisconsin Downtown Action Council is a statewide organization facilitating the revitalization of Wisconsin downtowns as vibrant social and economic centers. We develop partnerships with other organizations, share information and facilitate networking and peer learning. It is our vision that all Wisconsin communities will recognize and support their downtowns as special places and will work together for the betterment of all Wisconsin downtowns.

